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First Presbyterian Church 
of Branchville, New Jersey 

 
Volume 23, No.11                          November 2023 

 
 NOVEMBER AT A GLANCE: 

 
 

4th   Daisey Roe Thrift Shop $7 Bag Sale 
 
 

8th  Daisey Roe Meeting  
 
 
12th  Stewardship Sunday 
 
 
19th Thanksgiving Theme  
               Worship 
 
 
23rd Happy Thanksgiving 
 
 
24th Office Closed 
 
 
Every Saturday—Daisey Roe Thrift Shop is open from 9am-12pm 

 
Every Sunday—10am Live Streaming Worship on  

Facebook and then available on YouTube  
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Our Mission Statement: 
 

Our mission is to gather 
as a church family for 
worship and spiritual 
fellowship, to nurture 
and educate, and to 
proclaim the gospel to 
the world. 
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News from the Pulpit and the Pew 
 
By now we hope you have heard the news that we have met with the Ses-
sion and will begin serving as your Interim Co-Pastors on December 1, 2023!  
We will be sharing one position as two part-time pastors. 
(If you are thinking: BOGO! that’s not really the case.  Each of us is limited to 
working less than 20 hrs per week.) 
 
This is the first time we have co-pastored since we left the church in Stillwa-
ter in 1993 to start a new church in Fargo, ND, and we are looking forward to 
working together and sharing ministry with all of you. 
 
Since Jeff and Kay retired last Spring the Presbytery has been searching for 
an interim pastor without success.  Nancy agreed to be your weekly pulpit 
supply for worship leadership and to moderate the Session.  She thought it 
would be a 2 month assignment! 
 
Meanwhile, David has been enjoying the “view from the pew” and both of us 
have gotten to know you and appreciate the strength and vitality of this con-
gregation. 
 
One day, it occurred to us: “Here we are – two trained interim pastors, living 
a stone’s throw from the church, watching and waiting for an interim pastor to 
come to Branchville.  Maybe we are the interim pastor(s) God is asking to 
help lead Branchville to the next phase of its ministry?” 
 
And so the conversation unfolded and has led us to where we are today. 
 
The only thing we asked the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry to approve 
from the start of our contracts was for us to be able to continue to worship 
here after all the work is finished and the next called and installed permanent 
pastor is in place.  (Ordinarily, the interim pastor moves on to another assign-
ment, or the previous pastor retires and disconnects from the life of the con-
gregation.) 
We are confident that we (the 2 of us and all of you!) can navigate these 
changes when the time comes.  Until then, there is work to be done, worship 
to be celebrated, history to be assessed, discernment to be prayerfully dis-
covered, and a life together in Christ to be enjoyed. 
 
We are looking forward to it and we hope you are too! 
 
See you in church! 
 
Pastor Nancy and Pastor David 
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 Anita 
 Baby Edward 
 Baby Matt 
 Barb Howey & family 
 Beth 
 Bill Graham Jr. 
 Bob McDowell 
 Cancer patients 
 Carmen 
 Carol 
 Carolyn 
 Casey 
 Carter Willis recovering 

from skating injury. 
 Charlie 
 Danny 
 David Rude’s daughter 

Robin in bad health. 
 Donna 
 Edye 
 Eileen 
 Elizabeth 
 Esther 

 Evalyn 
 Fred 
 Gabe Titus 
 Gary 
 Glen 
 Greg 
 Greg Q. 
 Greg Stetzel 
 Irene 
 Jean Ransom 
 Jeanne Grau’s family 

member seeking a job. 
 Jim 
 Joyce O. 
 Karen V. 
 Kelly O’Brien 
 Kristy 
 Larry 
 Linda 
 Nancy 
 Maria 
 Mary Hall-Kinney’s 

family who lost every-
thing in a fire. 

 Marion 
 Michele 
 Molly 
 Mr. Pipers 
 Nia 
 Pat 
 Paul Opilla 
 Paula Clarks Mom & 

Mother-in-law 
 Pray for Healing thera-

py. 
 Prayers for Israel and 

Ukraine 
 Robin 

 Robin G. 
 Rose & Edward  

Zukowski 
 Sharon lee Schaefer 
 The family of Danny 

Kantewein - RIP 
 The family of Florence 

Constantine, Loss of 
Florence. 

 The Copeman family 
on sudden loss of Mike. 

 The family of Kate Leis-
sler on the passing of 
her husband Ken. 

 The family of Warren 
Blakney 

 The Stetzel family for 
the passing of Greg. 

 The Sueing family 
 Todd 
 Tom Krug 
 Ursula Jannson 
 World conflict 
 Young women in 

Clara’s building who 
passed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bev & Link are proud to 
announce the birth of 
their second grand-
daughter Kennedy  
Buttler Keur, born  
10/14/23 to delighted 
parents Brittany & 
Ryan Keur. 

Please offer prayers for these 
concerns that have been 
brought to our attention. They 
are collected each Sunday 
morning during the past month 
from the prayer concerns list 
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CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2023 - Any offerings that you wish to be posted for 
2023 must be received by December 31, 2023 

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY – We will be observing All Saints' Sunday on  
November 5th by remembering those who have died in the past year.  If you 
have a loved one you would like to include, please contact the church office 
at 973-948-3495 or presbsec@ptd.net 
 

TURKEY BASKETS We would like to collect enough food for about 20 
Thanksgiving baskets. We need the following items: turkeys (12-16 pounds), 
stuffing, boxed mashed potatoes, applesauce, sweet potatoes, cranberry 
sauce, gravy, corn muffin mix, canned veggies (corn, peas or string beans). 
Deacons will supply the pies. Please look for the sign up sheet in Fellowship 
Hall to let us know what you plan to donate. We will need all items by No-
vember 19.  Any questions see Linda. Thank You!  
 

3RD QUARTER MISSION To keep you informed, our 3rd Quarter Mission 
to "DonorsChoose.org" successfully contributed $233 to a project in an 
English Language Arts classroom at High Point Regional HS and $227 to 
a kindergarten library at Hardyston Elementary School. Your generous giv-
ing is making a positive difference in students’ lives!!  - Debbie Anderson 

 
THE DAISEY ROE CHAIN meeting is Wednesday, November 8th, @ 3pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. Agenda is our annual donations to local charities. Light 
refreshments will be served. Hope you’ll join us.  

 
DAISEY ROE THRIFT SHOP  - 
Saturday, November 4th, $7 Bag Sale  at The Thrift Shop 
 
Saturday, November 11th, 18th & 25th Christmas Thrift Shop 
 
December 2nd, Thrift Shop Bag Sale and Final Sale day for the year.  
 

Please hold all donations for Spring 2024.  Thank you for another great year! See you in the 
Spring. We still have a vanity set for sale in the entry way of the Fellowship Hall. If anyone is in-
terested please contact Gail to make an offer. 
 
MANNA HOUSE $5 SPAGETTI DINNER – The November Spaghetti Dinner 
will be cancel do  to preparing for Thanksgiving Dinner. We will resume on 
Dec 12. Thank you! 
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 4TH QUARTER MISSION                 
Since 1997, Family Promise of Sussex County has provided services 
to assist families and single men and women as they work towards 
housing stability and self-sufficiency. Family Promise of Sussex 
County works to eradicate homelessness in Sussex County and pro-
vides resources to strengthen chil-
dren and families. They provide 
emergency shelter, meals, counsel-

ing, and intensive case management services. Your contribu-
tions to the 4th Quarter Mission (October–December) will go to 
this very worthy program to help our Sussex County neighbors 
who are in dire need. You may mail a check made out to “First 
Presbyterian Church of Branchville” with "Family Promise" in the 
memo. Your contributions to special mission projects make a big 
difference!! Thank you for your generosity. 
 

 

UPDATE ON PASTOR JEFF & KAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week I received a wonderful email from Pastor Jeff & Kay that I wanted to 
share with the congregation. They informed me that they used the Congregational 
retirement gift to purchase e-bikes to explore their new location.  They wanted eve-
ryone to know they are very grateful for your generosity and will be reminded of  
their many years with the Church as they enjoy their retirement gift. 
 
- A Note From: Alycia Administrator/Treasurer 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 
Step Up and Out for Stewardship 
 
“Each one of us must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7 ESV 
 
What is Stewardship: November is our annual pledge appeal 
 
While stewardship is a holistic approach, we are reminded that self-giving is the key to disciple-
ship.  Be it time, talent or treasure, November is the month when we ask you to be a cheerful  
giver in a monetary way that is comfortable with you. 
You will be receiving a letter and pledge card (in the mail – via email) 
As we prepare for the November 12th annual 2024 pledge card return at the congregational 
meeting please remember stewardship, hospitality and love.  
 
Please consider completing and returning you 2024 pledge card. 
 
If you feel the Christian Kindness, please contact me at the below to participate in the Steward-
ship Committee. 
 

Yours In fellowship – Susan Parson  
Stewardship Chair   sepk@icloud.com    551.358.1266 

HELP FOR THE HOLIDAYS AND AFTER 
 

On Tuesday, November 14 – “Grief and the Holidays” will be presented by Lorri Opitz 
(Bereavement Director of Quinlan Bereavement Center ) at Newton Memorial Hospital. 
In addition, the Atlantic Health System Community Health Department offers free health educa-
tion programs that could be of the interest of you. Health education presentations are offered vir-
tually or in-person on various health topics. Here is a list of the presentations available: 

•               The ABCs of Diabetes: Prevention and Management 
•               Understanding Blood Pressure 
•               Diabetes and Stroke: Common Risk and Shared Prevention 
•               Don’t Get Vaped In 
•               Flu vs. Cold (English and Spanish) 
•               Smoking Cessation Webinar (English and Spanish) 
 

If you are interested in these or other education opportunities offered through Newton Hospital, 
please contact Alycia in the office.  
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TROOP 180 HONORED 5 NEW EAGLE SCOUTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All five of these scouts have been involved in scouting for over 10 years and working hard to Earn 
their Eagle rank for the past 5 years in Troop 180.  In order from left to right. Demetrios Savopou-
los , Charlie Burke IV, Eric Winkelman, Gabriel Reinstein, Aidan Serrano. 

 

Demetrios Savopoulos.  My name is Demetrios Savopoulos. I have been involved in scouting 
for 11 years, and I joined Scouting When I was six. My Eagle Scout Project was to upgrade the 
Food Pantry for the First Presbyterian Church in Branchville. My project consisted of relocating 
and rebuilding the Food Pantry. I created a new setup and layout for better functionality and ac-
cessibility for the staff and public. I assembled a new shelf system and restocked, organized, and 
labeled food items for better organization and location. I also made a new entrance sign for the 
pantry. Personally, my Favorite Part of Scouting has been the opportunity to build deep friend-
ships with incredible people. 
 
Charlie Burke IV.  My name is Charles Burke. I have been in Scouting since 2010 and became 
an Eagle Scout at 17. For my Eagle Scout project I created a Gaga-Ball pit and fixed the existing 
gaga-ball pit for the YMCA. It was  two months of development and four days of physical work. 
After my project I worked at the YMCA for the summer, hearing fantastic things about my project 
and how it’s appreciated. My favorite parts of Scouting are the cabin camping trips and shooting 
in general.  
 

Eric Winkelman 
Years involved in Scouting - 12 years 
Description of Eagle Project - My Eagle Scout Project was building 2 kayak racks and 2 paddle-
board racks, which were donated to Camp Linwood MacDonald’s aquatic area. My favorite part of 
scouting was the life skills I learned that will better prepare me for my future. I find leadership to 
be the most important of these skills that I have learned. 
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    OCTOBER SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 This month’s Session meeting was all about the proposed budget for 2024. Many 

changes were made moving line items around to better fit their description. We 
were unable to come up with a total for expenses and income at this meeting, but 
after doing some research and hard work, we will have these totals ready for the 
Congregational meeting on October 29, 2023. 

 We are behind on pledges by $30,234. 
 We are behind on member giving by $20,552. 
 Loose giving is behind by $762. 
 Other (not pledged) is behind by $22,733. 
 In 2023 we budgeted $2500 for Per Capita and to date have only received $1827. 

This puts us behind by $673. 
 E giving is ahead by $11,512. 
 Due to the $60,000 re-payment and donation from the Hatches, we ended Sep-

tember with $90,055.79.  

TROOP 180 HONORED 5 NEW EAGLE SCOUTS - CONTINUED 

 

Gabriel Reinstein has been involved in Scouting since 2013. Gabriel’s favorite part of scouting is 
exploring the outdoors while camping. In May of 2023, Gabriel completed his Eagle project which 
consisted of creating over one hundred nutrition go bags for children with food insecurity. These 
go bags were donated to the wonderful Benny’s Bodega in Newton, NJ to be given to children 
struggling with food insecurity all over Sussex County. Outside of Scouting Gabriel attends High 
Point High School where he plays football and is a Ski Racer. Gabriel is very excited to enter the 
third generation of eagle scouts in his family along with his older brother.  
 
Aidan Serrano. I am Aidan Serrano, and I have been a boy scout for 6 years, and also spent 
many years in cub scouts before that. I did my Eagle Scout project for SCARC, a nonprofit com-
mitted to working with people with developmental disabilities. The focus of my project was demol-
ishing and rebuilding a taller and stronger standing garden in the backyard of one of the group 
homes. By doubling the height of the garden, I hope that the residents of the home will not have 
to bend down so much when gardening, and can enjoy the activity with a clean area. As for my 
favorite part of scouting, it is the camping with the other people in my troop, which has always 
been something I looked forward to in the past.  
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Kristen Reinertsen 11/3 
Vanessa Clark 11/6 
Lia McAuliffe 11/7 
Liz Yaden 11/7 
Tyler Van Houten 11/9 
Jeff Hatch 11/14 
Scott Hatch 11/14 
Jeanne Grau 11/15 
Wayne Block  11/17 

Jesse Hughes 11/17 
Caitlin Dean 11/21 
Audra Preste 11/22 
Henry Cardinale 11/23 
Danielle Nussberger 11/29 
Danielle Swanson 11/29 
Linda Osborne 11/30 
  
 

 
 

 
Easy Pumpkin Pie 

 
 
 
INGREDIENTS 

 
 1 cup canned pumpkin 
 1/2 cup Original Bisquick mix 
 1/2 cup sugar 
 1 cup evaporated milk 
 1 tablespoon butter softened 
 1 1/2 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice 
 1 teaspoon vanilla 
 2 eggs 
 Whipped topping (optional) 
 
 
PREPARATION 
  
Step 1. Heat oven to 350°F. Grease 9-inch pie plate.  
Step 2. Stir all ingredients except whipped topping until blended.  
Step 3. Bake 35 to 40 minutes or until knife inserted in center comes out clean.  
Cool 30 minutes. Refrigerate about 3 hours or until chilled. Serve with whipped    
topping. Store covered in refrigerator. 
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View our website at:   
http://www.fpcbranchville.org  

 
and Facebook at: 

http://www.facebook.com   
 

You may e-mail  
the secretary at presbsec@ptd.net  

 
View a daily devotion at: 
http://www.d365.org    

 
First Presbyterian Church of Branchville 

PO Box 1 
3-5 Wantage Avenue 
Branchville, NJ 07826 
Phone 973-948-3495 

 

NOVEMBER 
USHERS  

 
Deacon of the Month—Trish Cherney 

5th–  Nancy Clink/Gay Plog 
12th –  Gail Burckes/Open 
19th –  Linda Osborne/Open 
26th –  Open/Open 
 

LAY READERS  
 

5th–  Linda Osborne 
12th –  Bill Haggerty 
19th –  Mike Osborne 
26th –  Becky Williams 

NOVEMBER FLOWER CHART: 
 

If you would like to provide flowers for any 
of the dates, please see instructions below: 
 

Dates: 
 
5th–   
12th –   
19th –   
26th –   
 
Call Lisa the week before your signup to 
have flowers delivered. Gail Burckes will 
contact you for your dedication or  
memorial. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER COFFEE HOUR 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR 



NOVEMBER 2023

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:00 AM -12:00 PM

Food Panty

2
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Chancel Choir

3 4
9:00 AM -12:00 PM

Daisey Roe Thrift Shop

5
10:00 AM Worship

6
3:00 PM Music &
Worship Meeting

7 8
10:00 AM -12:00 PM

Food Panty
3:00 PM Daisey Roe

Meeting

9
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Chancel Choir

10
Office Closed

11
9:00 AM -12:00 PM

Daisey Roe Thrift Shop

12
10:00 AM Worship

"Stewardship Sunday"

13
7:00 PM Session

Meeting

14
7:00 PM Deacons

Meeting

15
10:00 AM -12:00 PM

Food Panty

16
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Chancel Choir

17 18
9:00 AM -12:00 PM

Daisey Roe Thrift Shop

19
10:00 AM Worship

"Thanksgiving Theme"

20 21 22
10:00 AM -12:00 PM

Food Panty

23
Office Closed

24
Office Closed

25
9:00 AM -12:00 PM

Daisey Roe Thrift Shop

26
10:00 AM Worship

27 28 29
10:00 AM -12:00 PM

Food Panty

30
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Chancel Choir

Oct 2023

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Dec 2023

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

First Presbyterian Church of Branchville, NJ


